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APPENDIX 2: The Kelp Harvesting Marnual
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The kelp tife-history

Th
iru omprioated rife-history (see Figure 2). we haveon it easiier to understano som"-oi'tf"ru Oiurrrrioi

Fertile peft
offrond

Figure 2
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Kelp in the ecosystem

Kelp is by far the most abundant seaweed on our west coast shores, but flrere are arso armostfS3Jili'ffffi ir::n;:li A'iltd- "'H*ru:nima,s thai rive i,,-o'. .,ound tG [;rp

Lfi,l!:',ffft;"fl"o35:liltg;l..i'rJ#.Tl kerp,sustainabrv - that is, so th't we do not

Kelp Harvesting

Whole-plant haruesting

kills the whole kelp plant, such as cuttirrg the stiped),,or cufling the wtr6b kelp head,-from er boat (when
oldfast, and the brt of stlipe ten on'it, eventually rot off
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Figure 3

Harvesting of only fronds

Don't damage young plants
wncn $utt ng man"rre kelpsl

. If theprimary bladc or bulb
rs riut, thc wbole planl will diel

lmportant: lf the frorrds are cutshort, 9l the prinnary blade
Cutting herc will damase

or kill.the plurt
too

is#*tus**@N**@ r uamai"j'i, ;-v ,ilv"rirrit,i."t,i,o lT
slipe is.damaged or cut) the plant will
die, and a new kelp plant will have to
grow up to replace it!

For some kelp concession arr:as, ONLV,
Frond-Cutting is allowed (siee permit
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conditions)' In others, the harvester may use any method that.js practical o, .on*il gr"n
lH u;:i, ffJ X1T:H,""1":**::', ll-lli1"lrr -F 

ii,ll"#' li ail cases wh ere o n ry rro n ds alrequired, we stronorv recommend that kiro r[i, ffi;i 1,id'll ;fr.?,'i'ffffi;:iy,:?:?rr:::kelp from easily aci6ssibte 
"*" *J*ill riftirir" ti" 

".tiogi.ar 
effects of hlrvls,ting,

between whole - with frond -

whole kelp ptants 
I Cuttinslonty fronds (plant teft

andSltpe obtained About 70% of frond mass obtaineld

t(elp plants are killed (each ptant has to
be replaced by a new oiantl.

Kelp is'trimmed' not killed

bed takets 2 years to recover. Frondg-.!'+.grow within 6 months

Done by diver p{rom a boat No diver needed - done from boal

Yields of frontls lower (per unit area) in
the long term

Yields of frond material higher (per unit
area) in:b\e long term

For more information, prease contact the seaweed Lfnit et 061 4669632.
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